AJIb®PEJ] BEJIMKUI U ET'O POJIb B UCTOPWUU AHIJIMU

Bemnuko E.B., bakaes O.E.

Poccuiickas Axanemusi EctectBoznanus (105037 Mocksa, a/s 47 Axanemus EcrecTBo3HaHuUs) €-
mail: review@rae.ru

Anwsppen Benunkuii, aHTIHICKHA KOPOJb, U3BECTHBIN KaK <«CHAcUTENb AHTIUU», «©opelr MpoTHB
BUKHMHIOB ». Anb(peny NepBbIM yAajdoCh yepe3 ToAbl MOMBITOK OTOPOCHUTh BUKMHIOB Ha3aj Ha
POIIHBIC 3eMJTH, a TAK)KEe 3aKIIIOUUTh MUp C UX Spramu.

Anbdpen cepbe3HO 3aHUMANICS BOCCTAHOBJIEHHEM TOPOJOB IOCJIE BTOP)KEHUSI BUKUHIOB, a TaKXKe
MPUHSIICA TIOAHUMATh C KOJIEH CUCTEMY 00pa3oBaHMsl, pa3pylIeHHYI0 ¢ Haberamu AaHoB. Anbdpen
BBEJl CEphE3HbIC HOBOBBEACHMUS B CHCTEMY OOOpDOHBI W HamaJeHusi cBoed apMuu. TakTuka
nosiyunsna Has3BaHue “IlosoBuHa noma, MosioBMHAa Ha BoiiHe . TIiiarenbHOE MCCIEA0BAHNE
nuyHoCcTH Anbdpena Benmukoro m ero HOBaTOPCKUX JEHCTBHUM MPEICTABISETCS B aHAIW3E JTaHHOW
paboThI, MOCTPOEHHOM Ha OCHOBE XPOHOJIOTHYECKHX padoT, Omorpaduu Anbdppena, JeTonucei, a
TaK)ke MUChbMEHHBIX IOKYMEHTOB TeX JIET, KOTOpPbIE JOILLIH JI0 HaC.

KitoueBsie cioBa: Anbdpen Benukuii, Habern BUKUHTOB, BOCCTAHOBJICHHE CHCTEMBI 00pa30BaHUS
U JINTEpaTypbl, BOEHHbIE peQopMbl, IpaBieHue Anbdpena, U3MEHEHUs CUCTEMbl 0Opa30BaHMS,
JIUTEpaTypHBIN pOCT
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Alfred the Great, the English king, is known ase‘tbavior of England”, “the fighter against the
Vikings”.

Alfred was the first king who managed to throw balo& Vikings to their native lands and sign a
peace treaty with their Jarls. Alfred had a seriapproach to recovering of his cities after the
Viking’s invasion and rising of the educational teys, ruined by Danish raids. Alfred applied
really sophisticated changes to the military systdinat tactics is called “half in, half out”.
Thorough study of the person of After the Great higdinnovative actions is represented in this
analysis, built on the basis of historical worksgoaphies of Alfred’s, chronicles, as well as
written documents of those years that came dowsto
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JTa padora nocesileHa BkIaay Ajb(ppena Beaukoro B ucropuio AHrInu. B 1aHHoM Tpyne paccMaTpuBaeTcs
Ouorpadus kopoas Aiabdpena, ero 1eTcTBo U craHoBIeHHe. [lokazaHa BaXKHOCTD ero AelicTBHIl, HANPaBJIEHHBIX
NMPOTHB HHO3EeMHBIX 3aXBATYHKOB.

Tak:ke B padoTe NpoOsSICHAIOTCS AO0CTH:KeHHs AJbdpena Beankoro B cdepax BOEHHOH OpraHu3aluM, CUCTEMbI
o0pa3oBaHusl, aHIJMIicKoil JuTepaTyphl. Bosee Toro, mokazana BaskKHOCTL KoOpoJsi Ajb(ppena B MHPOBOM
HCTOPHH, TAaK KaK AJb(pen — eTMHCTBEHHBII NMPaBUTeIbL AHIJIMH, KOTOPBIA HOCHT THTYJ “Bennknii”.
HccaenoBano, kak Anbdpen Beankuii co3nan cBo6oaHoe Oyaylnee 1Jsl CBOEro HAPoJa, CNAC UX OT 3aXBATYHKOB,
BBe/sl HOBYI0 BOEGHHYIO CHCTeMY “TOJOBHHA Ha BOiiHe, NMOJOBHHA A0Ma’, o0ecreyn/ MPOUBETAHHE CBOEro
Hapoja.

OO0BsiICHEHO BO3pPOXKICHHE CHCTeMbl 00pa3soBaHHe IOCJIe MHOIOYHCICHHBIX HAa0eroB Bpara, a TaKke
BOCCTAHOBJICHHE HPABCTBEHHBIX CTAHAAPTOB, COCIMHEHHE HAPO/A ¢ KYJbTYPOIi M M033Hei.

Alfred was born in a small village of Wamagj known as Oxfordshire now, in
the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Wessex that was situatedthwest of England.
Aethelwulf, the father of Alfred, was a reigningngi of Wessex and Alfred was

grown up as a prince. He was the youngest amondpbisbrothers, and that was



problematic for his kingship. The other brothersl maore rights to be the king of
Wessex.

However, Alfred was a smart boy who love@tpp and reading. He traveled to
Rome as a child where he met the Holy Father. Alfras anointed as a ruler of
Wessex by Pope Leo IV.

Young Alfred was suffering from an unknoviness from an early age, and he
was trying to find healing in Ireland at that timdfred had lots of problems with
health throughout his whole life.

Evidence tells that he was not physicallydtuand though was brave, he proved
himself more for his intellectual abilities thamaitant character.

Nevertheless, he decided to temper himsditta brave fighter and, by chance, a
worthy king. He was exercising hard on hunting, ipéay and riding to be on a par
with his elder brothers and other adult soldiers.

Since youth he was fighting in the van, gettexperience in the swordcraft. And
by the age of 20, the time of coronation, he hadnbknown as a skilled and
lionhearted watrrior.

In 868, Alfred was fighting hand in hand witls brother Athelred | in an unlucky
attempt to keep the Great Heathen Army led by tkarBoneless, the son of Ragnar
Lodbrok, off neighboring Mercia.

The year that followed was called “Alfred's yearbattles”. Nine important battles
were struggled with varying success; however, faegand time of three combats
have not been verified.

In 871, the Vikings carried on attackingfradl's brother, King Athelred | passed
away, possibly from wounds received at the Comb#terton.

Alfred was crowned after the death of Ztreklrenis elder brother. Over the next
few years Alfred fought off the Vikings. After marfights, he believed they had
finally achieved some kind of peacetime.

In 878, the Danish King Guthrum made a suddenrge in opposition of Alfred’s
army. Alfred escaped, saved himself, but had jusirech of men of his own. He fled

to Athelney where he planned his counteroffensiMee majority of the men of



Wessex were worn-out with the constant inroad ef\ikings. They reunited about
Alfred at Athelney and in a little while the kingath powerful armed forces again.
With the new army, Alfred attacked the Vikindack. He crushed King
Guthrum'’s forces in a battle and recaptured higdes at Chippenham. Then Alfred
demanded Guthrum to go into Christianity and reagieace treaty that claimed the
Vikings would stay on their territory, called thaikelaw, in the East of Britain.

Soon after the vanishing of Danish invaderfted turned his attention to the
growth of the navy force, partly to repress the adtdestruction of the Northumbrian
and East Anglian Danes on the coasts of Wessely garprevent the landing of
renewed attackers. That is, as often claimed,dtedation of the English navy force.
Alfred's major military force, the Fyrd, was divilento two parts: half in (at home)
and half out (in the field). The level of organipat required mobilizing his large
army in two shifts, one army was feeding the otra¥ vice versa. The intricacy that
Alfred's administration had reached by the end @2 & proved by a reasonably
trustworthy charter that involved a thesaurius tremsurer, a cellararius — a food-
keeper and a pincerna — a jemadar (a butler) régplc Inspite of Alfred’s
annoyance in 893, when one King’s army that hadptetad their summoning and
gathering, gave up the siege of Danish army jugtifaed was only moving to lift the
siege, this system seems to be working flawlessly the whole.
The history of the church under the King is modiigden. Danish attacks had
affected seriously on it; the cloisters had beescsp aims of assaults, and though
Alfred established three monasteries and brougHbiaign monks, there was no
overall recovery of clergy under his reign.

To the ruin of education and teaching crdig the Danes, and the practical
death of the knowledge of Latin even amongst thesgirood, the preface to Alfred's
translation into Old English of Pope Gregory's tBiad Care' bears expressive
evidence. It was devoted to solve those problen®s &fs establishment of a court
school, after the example of Charles the Greattltisrpurpose he imported scholars
like Grimbald, John the Saxon from Europe and Afsen Wales. Those changes



were considered at that time as providing modelgleél Christian monarchy and
“most necessary for all men to know”

The King managed to apply those principldas ipractice, for example, in the
creation of his law-code. He became persuadedtiioge in authority in church or
state couldn’t operate fairly or efficiently, lacki the “wisdom” obtained through
learning, and set up schools to guarantee thatefgfenerations of clerics and secular
supervisors would be better taught, as well asutsitimg the noblemen at his court to
follow the lead of his own example in reading ahdlging.

Bishop Asser presented Alfred as the impwaBon of the ideal, but practical,
Christian monarch. Alfred was the “truthteller”,haroic, quick-witted, godly man,
who was free-handed to the church and concernaedddis people righteously.

Those belonged undeniably to the work ofraign, likely to the last four years,
during which the records are almost mute.

King Alfred did great work that when laterngeations looked back at his reign
through his deeds; they saw only a king obvioustyarflawless than any one before
or even after. It is known that the most curious Alfred's masterpieces, his
interpretation of Boéthius' Consolation of Philosppwas the most widespread
personal philosophical guide of Middle ages. Anceroagain, Alfred deals very
freely with his original and though the late Dr.h&pss showed that many of the
additions to the text belonged not to Alfred, buthe quotes and comments that he
used, still there is much in the work that is splalfred’'s and extremely typical for
his mastermind. It is in the Boethius that the mfgeioted sentence occurs: “My will
was to live worthily as long as | lived, and aftay life to leave to them that should
come after, my memory in good works.”

The book has reached us in two manuscriplg. @ one of these works with
which the original is turned out into prose, in thtber into exemplifying verse. The
origin of it is in question even now; but possitiey were written by Alfred as well.
As far as the authenticity of the work as a whdler¢ has never been any doubt.
Dedicated to the King, the Liverpool University lasated a King Alfred’s Chair of
English Literature.



Alfred passed away in October of 899. Trst faw years were not clear. The
way he dies is a mystery. He had been sufferingnfany years from a painful
disease.

His biographer, Asser, gave a complete pectifrAlfred's symptoms and that has
allowed modern medics to suggest a possible vendis thought that he either had
Crohn's disease or haemorrhoidal iliness. His gganding Edred was tortured by a
similar illness.

In 1110, the priests moved to Hyde Abbeyhwilfred's body, the body of his
wife and children, which were seemingly buried befthe high altar. Soon after the
termination of the abbey in 1539, during the pemddhe time in power of Henry
VIll, the church was devastated, leaving the gravasixdamaged.

Summing up, it is apparently to say thatréddf was a great leader in battle,
though he was even a better trailblazer and ruleng truce with foes. Once peace
had been established with the Vikings, Alfred st@ntebuilding his realm.

With great focus on fighting off the Vikings, thdweational system of England had
almost disappeared. Alfred knew that education iwmg®rtant, so he founded schools
and rebuilt monasteries. He even translated somssicl works from Latin into
English himself. Alfred's work has stood the tefstime. He formed a kingdom that
whole of Englishmen felt it as their home and awveatiterature to preserve their
culture and tradition. He left behind no indignatito be avenged after his death.
Having saved Wessex and the English nation as Wwellnade no attempt to war
others down. Unlike Charlemagne he did not carnligeprisoners of war nor
prolong his rule by terror.

Moreover, the King made other reorganizaicand improvements to his
kingdom including building strongholds throughobt tcountry, creating a strong
navy, and bringing talented European sages andseraf across the channel to
England. He also created a national code-of-law.

More than that, he overpowered all enemiesdid not try to make them. Instead

he restored and improved the Anglo-Saxon politmature, presenting it with the



spirit of Christ, which had to form the basis foetliberal democracy that has been
appreciated in the present world. He fulfilled biam without a doubt: "My will
was to live worthily as long as | lived, and aftay life to leave to them that should

come after, my memory in good works."
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